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Can Jokowi1 take back
Jakarta from Anies?

en the election

results are tallied

in a few weeks

time, one count-

ing will be critical. Aside from the

national tally for the presidential

race, the outcome in Jakarta will

show whether President Joko

“Jokowi” Widodo can take back

thecity from Anies Baswedan, the

current governor. This is a crucial

race for the incumbent president,

both in a personal and political
dimension.

Jokowi first won the city’s gov-
ernorship in 2012 and had major
support in the capital in the 2014
presidential election. He left the
city in the care of his vice-gover-
nor and close ally, Basuki “Ahok”
Tjahaja Purnama. In a conten-
tious gubernatorial race in 2017,
Ahok lost to Anies, marking the
watershed moment for both
Jokowi's political fortunes and
Indonesian politics in general.

The 2017 gubernatorial elec-
tlon was very much a continu-
ation of the political rivalry be-
tween the Jokowi-Megawati
alliance and Prabowo Subianto
and his coalition partners in the
2014 presidential election when
Jokowi won. In the gubernato-
rial race, Anies was Prabowao's
surrogate.

Looking at Jakarta's voter dy-
namics in the 2014 presidential
race and the two-stage 2017 gu-
bernatorial election revealed
how each of them was perceived
and received by the communities
at subdistrict level, and it could
become the baseline in anticipat-
ing the outcome of next week's
election.

In 2014, Jokowli edged his op-
ponent by around 6 percentage
points in the capital or about the
same margin as the national out-
come. He secured some 2.8 mil-
lion wotes against 2.5 million for
Prabowo and was ahead in three
of Jakarta’s five municipalities.
He garnered the largest support
from the west, followed by the
northern region and central dis-
trict. Prabowo scored well in the
eastern part of the city and won
narrowly in the southern corner.
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With such substantial ground
and a relatively comfortable ap-
proval rating, Ahok and Jokowi
were optimistic when they en-
tered the Jakartarace in 2017 Ina
three-way race — which was con-
tested by Ahok, Anies and Agus
Harimurti Yudhoyono — no one
secured an outright win, which
resulted in a runoff between Ahok
and Anies.

Despite leading in the fir-
stround of balloting, a telltale
sign of weakness in Ahok’s sup-
port emerged. By garnering
some 2.35 million votes, he un-
derperformed by a sixth when
compared to Jokowi in 2014 — a
loss of more than 500,000 votes.
He lost ground in all subdistricts
in the capital at about the same
rate. He only won in areas where
Jokowi was ahead in the north,
west and central districts, but it
was still below what the Presi-
dent garnered.

A similar fate befell Anies. In
that firstround, he also had a def-
icit compared to what Prabowo
gained in 2014. However, with al-
maost 335,000 votes it was not as
steep as Ahok’s loss,

That loss was Agus’ gain. A cor-
relation analysis reveals that he
lured those who voted for Jokowi
and Prabowo in 2014 from their
respective swirogates, especially
in East Jakarta — from Anies —
as well as South and West Jakar-
ta from Ahok. He did expand his
voter base slightly, and garnered
almost 1million votes.

Ahok's supporters were stead-
fast. They voted again for him in
the second round. But for no one
else.

Had those who wvoted for
Jokowi in 2014 but voted for Agus
in 2017 returned to vote for Ahok

in the second round, the Jakarta
election would have been close
indeed. Instead, those who voted
for Agus in the first round broke
ranks to cast their ballots for
Anies.

With such an overwhelm-
ing break, Anies led by 16 points,
which was more than Jokowi
could muster in 2014. He flipped
the central district and, most cru-
cially, expanded his base in east-
ern and southern Jakarta. Albeit
narrowing the gap with Jokowi's
base in 2014, Anies still could
not catch up in the western and
northern suburbs.

Predictably, Anies” support
increased in the Muslim-con-
servative corridor of Jagakar-
sa-Pasar Minggu-Mampang
Prapatan-Pancoran-Tebet, in
the southern district. Moreover,
he swung the more diverse sub-
districts of Cilandak, Kebayoran
Lama and Pasanggrahan with a
clear run in the last two. Only in
the elite suburb of Kebayoran
Baru did he fall short of overtak-
ing Jokowi's 2014 number.

The eastern suburbs were
where the gap was far and wide.
With support from Agus vot-
ers — and some more — Anies
reigned supreme in all 10 subdis-
tricts with almost 1 million votes.
While Prabowo in 2014 was lead-
ing by 7 points against Jokowi,
Amnies surged to 24 points ahead
of Ahok in the 2017 final round.
Some 280,000 votes separated
Anies’ number from Jokowi's
2014 result in the largest district
in Jakarta.

The northern district was a
mixed bag. While Anies held the
edge in 2017, his numbers still fell
short of Jokowi's in 2014 by about
50,000, He could not break into
the subdistricts of Pademangan,
Tanjung Priok, Penjaringan and
Eelapa Gading. But he managed
to swing Koja and Cilincing — two
large suburbs — his wayw.

Anies alsofell shortin the west-
ern side where the President’s
number was some 55000 more,
But he took the three-suburb cor-
ridor of Palmerah-Eebon Jerulk-
Kembangan, and almost flipped

the adjacent Kalideres. However,
Anies could not take Taman Sari,
Tambora, Grogol Petamburan
and Cengkarang.

With stronger roots in the
northern and western suburbs,
there is a path for Jokowi to re-
claim the city that he once led.

First, he needs to convince
the solid Ahok voters — some 2.3
million people — to turn out on
April 17. A concerted effort in all
five districts is required to can-
vass and guide them to the poll-
ing stations.

Then, those voters who holted
to support Agus in 2014 — and
later Anies — need to be reen-
gaged and invited back into his
coalition. If they have left be-
cause of the contentious identi-
ty issues in 2017, it would fall on
Ma'ruf Amin, Jokowi's vice-pres-
idential candidate, to woo this
constituency. In addition, this
grass root effort should also aim
to expand the supporter base by
targeting new voters and Prabo-
wo-Anies voters

Reclaiming the subdistricts
in the northern and western dis-
tricts is essential in building the
foundation, together with re-
taking the central district. From
these bases, securing the out-
er subdistricts of South Jakarta
would then further strengthen
his path. The next step is to chip
away at voters in the Tebet to Jag-
akarsa corridor and Prabowo's
bastion in the east.

In any case, the outcome could
be telling, It Jokowi fails to retake
the city from the Prabowo-Anies,
it will show that their coalition
has solidified. What would also be
crucial is whether Ahok voters —
the bulwark of Indonesia’s toler-
ant and pluralistic politics — will
remain.

The ball is in Jokowi-MMa'ruf's
court, while Prabowo-Sandiaga-
Anies are playing defense.
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